
 

Message from Fr Steve 
 
In these unprecedented and uncertain times of the Coronavirus crisis, we as Christians take comfort and find strength                  
and hope in the fact that, as the letter to the Hebrews (written to and for a group of early Christians who were dealing                        
with their own crises) reminds us: “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever” (13:8). Moreover, we                  
know that by the Holy Spirit he is present in and through us, his church throughout the world, no matter who we are or                        
where we are at any time. In fact, according to St. Paul, “in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body,” so that                        
together we “are Christ’s body, and individually parts of it” (1 Cor 12:13, 27). 
 
These are important reminders for us in the midst of this crisis that social distancing is not ecclesial isolation, or                    
separation from the Lord and others in his church. Though gathering for worship together in our parish church is the                    
ideal way to express our unity in the Lord and common worship of him as his local body here at St. David, while that                        
is not possible we must look for other ways to share our faith and worship in common as one body in him.                      
Fortunately, through the Holy Spirit active in human reason there are means of communication and interaction                
available through the internet to help bridge the spatial and temporal gaps due to social distancing, and allow for                   
people in different places and at different times to share in the same worship experience. We are currently                  
developing those means here at our parish, such as live-streaming Masses and other services like Stations of the                  
Cross during Lent, and posting links to videos for viewing on our website (www.saintdavid.org), or Facebook page.                 
Please consult our parish website for more information on these ongoing and exciting developments.  
 
These online means also allow for financial support of the parish to continue despite social distancing. While prayer                  
is the most important kind of support that our church needs at all times, and fortunately does not require an internet                     
connection to be offered, online giving allows for the kind of financial support that is needed for the work of our church                      
to continue, while adding safety to convenience in the midst of this crisis. As Archbishop Wenski explains in his                   
message on this crisis (available on the Archdiocesan website at: www.miamiarch.org):  
 

During this time, when we are unable to come together for Mass, we need- now more than ever- the                   
connectivity with the Archdiocese and our parishes is essential. Despite the physical separation of our               
community with the Church, many pastoral services are currently being performed virtually.  
 
On behalf of your pastors, I am personally asking that you please continue your weekly offertory support,                 
whether sending your envelopes via mail, making an online donation through the parish website Click Here to                 
Donate or through this Universal Online Offertory Page. It is critically important that our parishes receive the                 
offertory support they need to remain operational and sustainable despite the suspension of weekly Masses. I                
understand that many of you may not be able to contribute given the economic impact this pandemic is having                   
on your personal finances; however, I hope that those who are able to continue to support their parishes will                   
do so. Your online support will make a critical difference to the operations of your parishes during this crisis.  

  
I too understand that many of you may not be able to continue making financial contributions to the parish, or                    
contribute as much as before. Once again, the most important kind of support you can offer is prayer, and beyond                    
that whatever financial support you can provide is greatly appreciated. Know of my prayers, and those of Fr. Gary,                   
Fr. Mike, and Fr. Pedro, for you and yours, along with our gratitude for all your support. Know that we are here to                       
serve, whatever the circumstances. 
 
Stay safe, stay well, and stay tuned! 
 
In Christ our Lord, 
Fr Steve  
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